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’5 ﬂ-"*\ " Hlngul artw:hes A
S g “ " The C.LA. has been seriously .
weakened and demoralised in
R :recent months by attacks in the
- Press and by. Congreesxonal and

Administration investigati?ns
into its alleged lllegul activitics,

'mrludmg plots ".to - assassmate
‘forcign }Jaders.
e The latest evidence before-

t the commission under the chair-|
p‘k} Eof manship  of  Vice-President|

: ﬁ:?é\:g
Eﬂﬁ“”ﬁesﬁ

By RICHARD . BEESTON iy

ed et e i Washmgton

HE commlsswn 1nvest1gat1ng

"1 Rockefeller suggests that if anv
a-77| blame is to be allocated,
;‘h Kennedy White House will also
"% have to bear its.share.

The chai-man of the Sen ‘¢
mtellmence committee investigat-.
ing the CLA., Senator Frnnk!
_Church a’ Democrat. indicated !
i for the first time on Friday that’
» his commitice is also lookizg
\4 higher than the C.T.A. itself for
ot ;’? !loadmg fizures who may have
planned Castro's murder.

A man who was a top oﬂ"(
it :'\'” ; of the C.LA. during - and 2 itrr
{-the Bay of Pigs operation has plannmg was ta.ken largely out
told me of “pressures” outsile of C.ILA. hands and that the
the Agency to bring at:ut then C.LA. director was left

A T ,.

" the American - 'Central Intelli-
gence “Agency “has- obtained " evi-
" dence that 'a plot.to assassinate;
_Fidel' Castro, the ' Cuban . Prime|
: Minister, was authorised at a hlgh

tlevel of the Kennedy. Adnumstra- .

\tlon Con T e ey

Among those said to be 1nvolved was’
brother, Mr. Robert

the late President’s
Kennedy, then Attorney General:: :

. The ' commission 'has~ the .
minuies of a 1962 ,meeting
showing that senior Admini-
stration officials discussed the:
possible: rassassination - and
that later secret plans, code-
named * Operation Mongoose,
were drawn up.: <. o

The conspiracy was ‘hatched
after the disastrous Bay. of
Pigs invasion. ..According to,
one mtelhgence source Mr. | |
Robert Kennedyv was reported
to have told officials that his;
brother had -been -* humili~!
ated " and that Castro had to'
be dnsposed [ A

" The Kennodv brothers at the
time.were known to be furious -
with the C.LA. over the Bay of
Pigs fiasco and according ta the
same intelligence source Opera-

tion Mongoonse was planned as

an independent project largely
involving elemenlis outside the
CI.A. The director of the
C.I.A. at the time may not bave
been: informed of the
conspiracy. L

Castro's death. Other sources say with the impression th.at it ‘bad

. that two days after the top level
Administration  meeting to <cis-

cuss the possible assassmaho-x ‘

of Castro a memo- was writt:a
by an assistant to Mr. Rotert
1 McNamara, the Secretary -of
Defence, dirz-''ng the CI.A. to
develop contingency plans ‘for
the Castro assassination.

American-sponsored plots were -
made against Castros life.

No recollection .~~~

. Thae memo was understood to
have provided the necessary -
authority  for drawing up the ™~
assassination plans and was
allegedly written by Maj. Gen. .
Edward Lansdale, ‘the American
" counter-insurgency expert and .
prototype for Graham Greenes

“ Quiet American.” SET
Both Mr. McNamara,’ now
President "of the World Bank,’

and Gen. Lansdale deny- any.
recollection. of the memo, :

Sources say that the minutes
of the original meeting to dis-
cuss the assassination dated

Aug. 10, 1962, now in the pos- *

session of the Rockefeller Com-
mission, refer to the meeting of -
the Operahon Mongoose group
whose official title was. Specxal
Group (augmented).”

The meeting was attended by
Mr. McNamara, Mr. Dean Rusk,:
the Secretary ot State, John ,
McCone, Director of the CLA.,
and Mr. \IcGeorge Bundy, Presi-
dent Kennedy’s national security
adviser. The minutes show that
the fifth member of the Group,
Mr. Robert Rennedy. was absent
‘from the meeting.- =

Other sources suggest that
after the original meeting and
memo the Operation Mongoose

Subsequently, it is understood,

been dropped.

In fact, according to some fn-}
telhgence sources, experts. im
Guerrilla warfare unconnected
with the C.I.A. were reorulted.

Subsequent attempts on
Castro's life were distinct from:
previously reported C.LA. in-
volvement before the Bay of
Pigs—with two Mafia figures,.!
Sam Giaacana and John Roselli,,

.‘ : m earlier efforts to kill Castro..

" The Mafia was reported to be'
;out to get Castro, who had‘
“closed down its gambling casinos’

:: in Havana, and to have been pro--
vided with poison pellets by the-.
CILA. to put in the _Cuban,

leader s food or drink. R

‘In "1962. Robert’ Kenned

Yy
learned of the original C.IA..
.. assassination plot and was
- reported by two ‘of his former
assistants to have ordered that
“e conspiracy  should bev
turned off.” . : ‘

Ho“ever ‘Lawrence Houston, -
the then C.LA. general counse!'
‘has a different version. I\ennedv
was warned by Houston in 1962
‘that * prosecution : of the twor
Mafia men might result if the!
poison pellet plot'was disclosed.

’Se\eral sources claim that
l\ennedy told Houston: * Next
*-time . you deal with the Mafa,.
come to me first,” but that
otherwise he dxd -not voice any
objections.

Mafia warning
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